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Football Vocabulary: Stoppages Football Vocabulary: Stoppages

Stoppages: goal kick

A goal kick is given when an attacker sends 
the ball out of play over the goal line. The goal 
kick is taken inside the six yard box.

EnglishVocabulary:1.

Example:

Stoppages: penalty

A penalty is a direct free kick inside the 
penalty area.  The ball is placed on the penalty 
spot.

EnglishVocabulary:2.

Example:

Stoppages: restart

There is a restart after there has been a 
stoppage in the game.

EnglishVocabulary:3.

Example:

Stoppages: sending-off

A sending-off is when the referee shows a 
player a red card.  He has to leave the field of 
play.

EnglishVocabulary:4.

Example:

Stoppages:

A substitution is when one player replaces 
another on the pitch. In most matches, teams 
can make three substitutions.

EnglishVocabulary:5.

Example:

Stoppages: free kick

A free kick is used to restart play. It can be 
direct or indirect.

EnglishVocabulary:10.

Example:

Stoppages: injury

An injury is when a player is hurt and needs 
medical attention. Play stops while the physio 
attends to the injury.

EnglishVocabulary:7.

Example:

Stoppages: booking

A booking is when a player is cautioned. The 
referee writes the player’s name in his 
notebook.

EnglishVocabulary:8.

Stoppages: corner kick

A corner kick (often simply ‘corner’) is given 
when the defending team sends the ball over 
the goal line. The corner is taken from the 
corner flag.

EnglishVocabulary:9.

Example:

throw-in

A throw-in is given when the ball goes out of 
play over the touchline A player throws the ball 
onto the pitch from behind the touchline.

EnglishVocabulary:6.

Example:

Stoppages:

substitution

Example:
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Test Your Football Vocabulary

Football Vocabulary: Stoppages

Write the English words for actions that stop play 
during a football match under the pictures.

Test Your Football Vocabulary

Football Vocabulary: Stoppages

Fill in the gaps in the sentences with the correct form of the English football 
vocabulary!

1. When the goes out of play over the touchline, a ________ is given.

2. The goalkeeper takes a ________ from within the six yard box when an 
attacking player has sent the ball out of play over the goal line. 

3. A ________ is given when a defending player sends the ball out of play 
over the goal line.

4. When the referee stops play because of a foul by a player on one team, 
the referee gives the other team a ________ to restart play.

5. If a defending player commits a foul inside the penalty area, then the 
referee can award the attacking team a ________.

6. After a stoppage, the referee starts the play again with a ________.

7. If a player is hurt and needs help from the physio, the referee stops play 
because of the player’s ________.

8. When a manager decides to swap a player on the pitch for one on the 
bench, it is a ________.

9. A ________ happens when a player commits a seriuos foul and the 
referee writes the player’s name in a notebook.

10. A ________ is when the referee shows a player a red card and the 
player has to leave the pitch.

Answers: 1 - throw-in, 2 - goal kick, 3 - corner kick, 4 - 
free kick, 5 - penalty, 6 - restart, 7 - injury, 8 - substitution, 
9 - booking, 10 - sending-off.
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